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Pesticides in the news

Activity sheet – 
Questions for analysing newspaper articles



1 Read through the newspaper articles 
Highlight any sentences or phrases that give you cause for concern about eating fruit and vegetables.

2 a
Who did the research for the report on pesticide residues? 
b
Who funded the tests?
c
Is it likely that the scientists had an ‘interest’ in the outcome of the tests?


3 a
What other sources are quoted in the article?
b 
For each source decide whether their view is based on scientific evidence.

4 a
Is it likely that the newspaper had an ‘interest’ in presenting a particular viewpoint?
b
Do you think it is written by a journalist who has expertise relevant to the issues in 
       the article?
c 
Do you think the article is presenting a balanced view on the issue of safety of 
       pesticides residues in food?

5 Look back at the phrases you have highlighted. 
a 
Do any of the phrases display signs of bias? 
b 
Has any data not been discussed or considered? 
c 
After reading the article how do you feel about the safety of fruit and vegetables? 

6 What other sources could you consult about this issue?
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