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Is spinach safe?

Activity sheet – Facing the media



Shortly after the publication of your risk assessment on spinach a newspaper picks up on the story.

The article in the newspaper includes the following sentences about your risk assessment report.

‘1/3 of spinach contains dangerous pesticides. A staggering 10% of samples tested contained pesticides above legal safety limits (the maximum amount of pesticide allowed if farmers apply them correctly). Yet again the public’s health is being put at risk.’

1 Make up a headline that the newspaper could have used with this story. 

2 What data is the paper referring to when it talks about ‘legal safety limits’?

3 What data should the paper have included when discussing safety levels?

4 Write a few alternative sentences about your risk assessment that would give a much less biased view.
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