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Pesticides: are you bothered?

Activity sheet – Pesticide opinions



Some mothers of young children were asked the question: ‘Does worry about pesticide residues (small amounts of pesticides left on fruit and vegetables) change how you shop for fruit and vegetables?’

Read their answers below. Put a ( in the box next to those mothers that were worried about pesticide residues. Put a ( next to those that weren’t.

	Name
	Opinion
	Worried about pesticide residues on food?

	Karina
	‘I don’t buy organic. It’s too expensive. I do worry about the children though. There might be pesticide left on the normal fruit and veg. Do they check they are safe for children? I always wash the fruit and veg thoroughly.’
	

	Mary
	‘I try to buy organic food because it contains fewer pesticides.’
	

	Gayle
	‘I don’t buy organic because I can’t afford to. I wish I could though. It’s much more healthy. It doesn’t have all those pesticides in it.’
	

	Sam
	‘I buy organic vegetables because they don’t have pesticides in them. I don’t buy organic bananas though because you peel them and I don’t buy organic potatoes either. They grow underground so the pesticides can’t reach them – can they?’
	

	Surekha
	‘I’ve no idea – my husband does the shopping.’
	

	Emma
	‘I buy normal fruit and veg – they check them for pesticides don’t they? I’m more worried about all the dreadful conditions that chickens are kept in. I would rather spend my money buying free-range chicken and eggs.’
	


Fill in the boxes below with your opinion.

	Name
	Opinion
	Are you worried about pesticides in food?
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